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SETTING LIMITS

Modern parents let these RoboCops do the dirty
work of monitoring their offspring

Mike McClanahan

©@ WHAT YA WATCHIN’?

SETTING LIMITS FOR TV and computer time can be a parent’s
biggest challenge. With the BOB Screentime Controller from
Hopscotch Technology it's just a matter of negotiation.

BOB is a strict enforcer managing up to six users, blocking
use by the day or week plus certain times of day (homework
time, for instance).

BOB reports in, too—a log shows how much time has
been used and how much remains for each user. And BOB
can be used safely with most devices including computer
monitors and video games. Available for $79.50, he’s a virtually
maintenance-free addition to the family. www.usebob.com

© WHO YA TALKIN'TO?

By Now YOU'RE savvy to Internet threats to your children
and have taken steps to safeguard them on the home
computer. But how about the one they carry in their
pocket? Today’s cell phones can access virtually anything
that’s available on the Internet including ID thieves,
child predators and cyber bullies.

RADAR®", a mobile watchdog from eAgency, Inc.
instantly notifies parents by sending an alert when an
unknown or suspicious call, email or text message is
received on their child’s phone. They also have a website
where parents can view a log of unusual activities and
decide if action is needed. Available for most popular
brands of phones and PDAs at $9.95/month.
www.mymobilewatchdog.com

© WHERE'D | PUT MY KID?

IF YOU'RE MORE concerned with where your child is than
who they're talking to, Guardian Angel Technology offers
cell phones that transmit a built-in GPS signal you can track
on their website. In most situations you can pinpoint the
location of the phone within a few feet, either on a Google
map or a satellite photo. They even tell you how fast the
device is moving in case you want to know if your teenage
driver has a lead foot.

Two phone models are available and include a choice
of calling plans. The software can be loaded on existing
Nextel and Boost phones. www.guardianangeltech.com




