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Watchdog watches childrens mobiles

Megan Masters | 16th February 2010

MILLY Atzeni wouldn’t have minded too much if
her mum Karen had full knowledge of whom she
was calling and texting on her mobile phone.

Ms Atzeni is 19-years-old and something of a
pioneer of the expanding mobile technology for

Australia’s youth.

She got her first mobile phone while still in high
school and witnessed others being cyber-bullied
and engaging in inappropriate behaviour, but

describes herself as “boring.”

A website called My Mobile Watchdog offers a
monitoring service for parents looking to educate
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Milly Atzeni wouldn’t have minded her mum checking in on
mobile phone usage through My Mobile Watchdog.

their kids in safe phone and internet use while

keeping an eye on their calls and texts.

Users can register at the website, create a personalised account and receive alerts when

unapproved contacts call their children.

Full copies of outgoing and incoming texts appear on the account as well as multimedia

messages.

Nev Madsen

The theory is that it would put a stop to cyber bullying, “sexting,” paedophile grooming and plenty
of other blights on the mobile and internet culture.

"I personally wouldn’t care if mum could have seen who I contacted when I was in high school,
but I'm not really a very social person in that sense.

“For some kids it would be like reading their diary, but if their behaviour is inappropriate or in
extreme cases of cyber-bullying then maybe parents should.”

Mrs Atzeni loves her trouble-free kids, but has heard plenty of stories come home from the
schoolyard that make her think some kids should be monitored.

“It’s really when there’s a third party getting involved or hurt that we need to worry,” she said.

For more information go to www.mymobilewatchdog.com.au
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Gardenfest 2010

Gardenfest 2010 is being held again at the
Southern Queensland Institute of TAFE,
Toowoomba on Lindsay Street on May 1 and
3.
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